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employed, as has the elastic ligature. The locality of the fistuke in the 
present case may make it one of unusual difficulty to treat successfully. 

As quite a number of physicians had failed to detect the calculi in this 
woman, whose own sensations finally led to the form of examination which 
discovered them, I asked her why it happened; and she replied that 
they interrupted her before she had fully explained to them her case as 
indicated through her feelings, when certain sensitive points were touched, 
those chiefly noticed being the points of hardness already referred to. 


Article XIV. 

Observations on the Oleates.* By Henry W. Stelwagon, M.D., 
Physician to the Philadelphia Dispensary for Skin Diseases, Chief of the Skin 
Dispensary of the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, etc. 

It is to be regretted that the therapeutical uses of the oleates have not 
been passed upon by a greater number of observers. The claims regard¬ 
ing their therapeutical importance in dermutology have beeu so extravagant, 
that in view of my own observations I am at a loss to explain the wide 
discrepancy. In regard to the chemistry and preparation of the various 
oleates, both as to their manufacture by the direct combination of the acid 
with the base and by double decomposition, almost, if not entirely, as 
much can be found in the English translation of Gmelin’s Handbook of 
Chemistry, published in 18GG, as in the writings of the past several years. 
■Willing to grasp anything new that promised an advance in cutaneous 
medicine, I have experimented somewhat lurgely with the different oleates, 
and in a paper published in the Medical and Surgical Reporter of March 
15, 1884, expressed the following opinion: “ In conclusion, it may be 
said, that the olentes are to be considered merely us additional means of 
treating diseases of the skin, and are in no sense to be looked upon as 
specifics, for often enough they must be discarded to give place to the 
older and more tried methods of dermic therapeutics/* After a still 
further investigation of the subject, I am convinced that the judgment 
then pronounced was too favorable. In the paper referred to the con¬ 
clusion was also reached that of all the oleates those of mercury, zinc, lead, 
and bismuth deserved confidence. 

The most important of these several preparations is the mercurial ole- 
ate. The physical properties of this salt are too well known to call for 
description. As sold in the shops, however, it is in the form of a ten or 

1 Read at the Ninth Annual Meeting of the American Dermatological Association, 
held at the Indian Harbor Hotel, Greenwich,' Conn., August 30, 27, and 28, 1885. 
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twenty per cent, oleate, which means a certain amount of the oleate with 
free oleic acid. The chief use made of this oleate lias been for the pur¬ 
pose of impressing the system by means of inunctions in the treatment of 
syphilis. Clinical observation has convinced me, however, that for this 
purpose it is not comparable to the old blue ointment. In fact, after a 
somewhat extended use of this oleate, probably limited compared with that 
of others, I cannot recall a case in which symptoms of salivation were 
observed. In regard to the ready absorbability of the oleate thus brought 
in question, my observations clinically made are in accord with the 
experiments made by Dr. Brubaker, of Philadelphia. In a series of 
personal inunctions, also, experimentally practised, the oleate failed to 
produce any constitutional effect, while with the blue ointment symptoms 
of the physiological action of mercury were rapidly experienced. I refer 
of course to the pure oleate. An impure or partly decomposed oleate, as 
is usually sold, contains free mercury, and if such a preparation is mixed 
with a fatty base, inunctions may in susceptible individuals liuve a 
systemic effect, as it is then somewhat similar to blue ointment, although 
only fractionally as strong. 

The mercurous oleate, mixed with lard, is for the purpose of inunction 
considered superior to the mercuric oleate, and no doubt is, for the reason 
probably that it is an unstable salt, quickly decomposes, and hence, as 
usually found, contains a greater quantity of free mercury. 

While my observations lead me to infer that the pure oleate of mercury 
compared to the blue ointment is practically inert for use in the inunction 
treatment of syphilis, they are far too limited and too antagonistic to the 
general belief and practice to warrant a positive assertion without con¬ 
firmatory evidence. The local irritating effects of the oleate in inunction 
are by no means trifling, and occasionally prove an obstacle to its employ¬ 
ment. 

It is especially in the treatment of ringw’orm of the scalp that this oleate 
is found of greatest value. In my experience it is for this disease one of 
the most reliable remedies, but, like all other remedies for this affection, 
it sometimes fails, although less frequently. Its use should be continued 
for weeks, and more frequently for months. An ointment of one part of 
the oleate in four or five of melted lard is a good formula, and is superior 
to a solution of the oleate in oleic acid, as the latter is more apt to produce 
crusting. The spots or entire scalp, as the case may be, is to be rubbed 
thoroughly once or twice daily with the ointment, and the excess wiped 
off with a linen rag. The parts are to go unwushed for a week or more, 
so that the oleate ointment may soak into the follicles. Epilation is to be 
practised as an essential part of the treatment. The ointment of the 
strength suggested above rarely, if ever, proves irritating to the scalp, but 
it may, if it is carelessly allowed to run over on the forehead or neck, give 
rise to varying degrees of irritation; even on these parts, however, the 
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irritation is rarely marked. Some cases respond rapidly to this plan of 
treatment, while others yield more slowly. In addition to the efficacy of 
this ointment in chronic ringworm of the scalp, in that other form of the 
affection, tinea sycosis, it will occasionally act as a specific. For lack of 
opportunity I have not used the oleate in favus, but it will probably be 
found equally efficacious in this disease. 

Another use of this oleate is as a substitute in ointments for the other 
mercurials, calomel, ammoniated mercury, and the nitrate of mercury. 
For local stimulation in the cutaneous lesions of syphilis a ten or twenty 
per cent, ointment makes one of the most efficient applications. 

The oleate of zinc is another oleate of some value. It possesses astrin¬ 
gent and stimulating properties. Melted with three or four parts of lard 
or vaseline it forms a good ointment, and is frequently of service in 
eczema and similar inflammations. As a dusting powder its value has 
been overestimated. In my former paper I was inclined to consider it an 
addition to this class of remedies, but greater experience has taught me 
that for this use it is, as a rule, impracticable, as in the presence of heat 
or moisture (the heat and moisture of the body are sufficient), it becomes 
sticky and the particles become aggregated ; moreover, it has very little, 
if any, absorbent power. In some instances its use as a powder was fol¬ 
lowed by marked irritation, nor could this effect be attributed to the 
quality of the powder used. The oleate of zinc in ointment compared to 
the oxide of zinc is more astringent and stimulating, but much more 
likely to disagree. 

The oleate of bismuth either alone or in combination with lard or a 
similar base forms, if properly made, a mild soothing ointment which may 
be advised in all cutaneous inflammations. 

The oleate of lead melted with an equal part of vaseline forms an 
astringent, soothing ointment, an excellent substitute for diachylon oint¬ 
ment, and will keep indefinitely. In winter temperatures the proportion of 
vaseline should be increased. It is scarcely necessary to enumerate the 
diseases in which it may be advantageously used, as its astringent and 
soothing properties are sufficiently indicative. 

The oleate of copper is another oleatq about which much has been 
written, especially as to its value in ringworm of the scalp, but it lias failed 
in my hands to deserve the claims made for it. As with all parasiticides 
it will cure simple cases, but for the chronic, stubborn cases frequently 
met with, it is not comparable to the oleate of mercury or to tar and 
sulphur preparations. In regard to the other oleates, such as nickel, 
aluminium, tin, cadmium, arsenic, etc., which have also been used in the 
treatment of diseases of the skin, they possess, as far as experience goes, 
no claims to special therapeutic power. 

While the oleates of mercury, bismuth, lead, and zinc have certain 
advantages, which have been pointed out, there are several difficulties in 
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the way Of their gaining permanent popularity. The oleic acid odor 
winch characterizes all the oleates is a decided disadvantage; it is peculiar 
disagreeable, and cannot be covered up. Although apparently simple 
and easy of manufacture, yet a good preparation is not generally pro¬ 
curable, is in fact exceptionable. They are expensive and therefore 
unsuitable for dispensary and general use, as just as much in quantity of 
the oleates or their ointments, is required, if properly used, as in the 
employment of other ointments. Further, while the most of the oleates 
if rightly prepared, show very little tendency to decompose or to become 
rancid, this cannot be said of the commercial preparations usually met 
with. Easily, the oleates, even when good preparations, will frequently 
prove irritating, and thus give rise to uncertainty as to effect. It is true 
the same may be said of simple lard or vaseline, but this occurs so rarely 
with these latter as to be exceptional; not so with the oleates. 

In conclusion, it is difficult to place the status, present and future of 
the oleates in cutaneous therapeutics, but from the observations of com¬ 
petent authorities in the past year or more, taken with the results of my 
own experience, and in view of their disadvantages as mentioned above, 
my conviction, provisionally stated, is that of all the oleates (those 
employed in diseases of the skin referred to) the oleate of mercury, the 
oleate that has been longest in use, is the only preparation that promises 
to hold a permanent place, and even that is likely to recede considerably 
from the prominence it held a few years ago. 


Article XV. 

The Cure of Extra-uterine Fietatiox by Electricity. Bv Henry G. 

Landis, A.M., M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women in 

Starling Medical College. 

It may be regarded as an accomplished and proven fact that electricity 
in some form is a specific cure tor extra-uterine pregnancy. It arrests the 
growth and destroys the vitality of the embryo and cyst, and its use is 
followed by a truly remarkable disappearance of all or the greater part of the 
growth in a short time. This at least is true when the electricity is used 
dunng the first half of the pregnancy. As we approach the period of 
viability m the child the risk of rupture of the cyst diminishes, and the 
propriety of surgical interference at or near term becomes greater. 

Experience is lacking as to the comparative effect of laparotomy as 
contrasted with the retention of an electrically destroyed foetus of large 
size. Nor are we likely to acquire such experience, for the child at or 



